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For those interested in the European exploration and colonization of North and South America,

especially the conquest of Mexico by the Spanish, this is an excellent introduction, or starter book,

not only for young readers, but for adults too. Nardo, the leading historian presently writing for

students and other young people, does an outstanding job of telling the story of how the Spanish

and other Europeans used various rationales for taking over the lands of Native Americans and in

methodical, often violent ways went about doing that. He does not pull any punches in his

descriptions of some of the horrible acts committed in the name of God during this important period

in the history of the Americas.
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